
RE: Planning Application for 2445 Lake Shore Boulevard West. 

 

We will be attending the City’s community consultation on March 21st 2016 at the Mimico 

Library and will be presenting this community-wide position to the meeting Chair.   

 

We the undersigned, are writing to express the community’s deep concerns with the proposal 

regarding the above planning application. It proposes to dispose of the waterfront parkland that is 

currently leased to Storefront Humber Inc. and the land on which it sits.  

 

While our local groups may have diverse interests, we all agree on one thing: Parkland is 

important to all of us and since waterfront parkland is exceptionally rare in this City, it 

should be treated accordingly.  
 

As you know, the Toronto waterfront and Mimico in particular have suffered from poor 

decisions being made about land use in the past. Many of those decisions are irreversible but we 

have made some good progress over the past 15 - 20 years on improving things. Nevertheless,   

there is still more work to do. This parcel of waterfront parkland is unique in Toronto - it is the 

only place where Lake Ontario, Main Street Retail, Public space, a Park and the Waterfront trail 

meet. It has huge potential as a destination and recreational hub and we have an obligation to 

pursue that potential.  

 

We all agree with the approved findings of the City’s own Councillor-led Mimico 2020 report: 

"Future consideration of the [Amos Waites] Park should focus on both programming and 

landscape design to encourage interaction, activity and community gathering.” and "Any other 

opportunities for land exchanges that would benefit the parkland system should be examined. (p. 

47)". https://www1.toronto.ca/city_of_toronto/city_planning/community_planning/files/pdf/mim

ico2020udgls_feb_2013_part4_of_4.pdf. We also agree with the City’s policy of not disposing 

of or selling parkland.  

 

The proposed disposal includes the building that is currently leased to Storefront Humber Inc. 

(SFH) plus the land surrounding it from Lake Shore Boulevard West to the water front. We are 

very concerned that this could lead to the ability to expand the building again, build additional 

buildings or even to expand the parking lot. The parking is already inadequate for SFH’s and the 

Park’s needs - cars are often double parked and parked in the driveway.  

 

SFH Inc. is in the Elder Home Care business - a business that will grow over the years to come 

and, as such, their operation is likely to grow. We accept that there are no additional expansions 

currently planned, however, we do not accept the premise that additional expansion won’t 

happen in the future, especially since the parcel will have lost the protections afforded to it by the 

City’s Parkland designation. It will be in the interest of SFH to expand where they can do so for 

minimal cost and we can’t expect them not to take advantage of the circumstances, as they have 

done twice in the past. 

 

SFH Inc. provides valuable services to seniors in Etobicoke and we fully support the City 

subsidization of their operations in our community and beyond. We genuinely believe that a 

creative solution can be found that meets everyone’s needs given the opportunity to pursue it.  

https://www1.toronto.ca/city_of_toronto/city_planning/community_planning/files/pdf/mimico2020udgls_feb_2013_part4_of_4.pdf
https://www1.toronto.ca/city_of_toronto/city_planning/community_planning/files/pdf/mimico2020udgls_feb_2013_part4_of_4.pdf


Therefore, we are requesting that: 

 

1) The proposed disposal of city-owned waterfront parkland be withdrawn and City staff be 

directed to find a mechanism that will allow for a temporary short term extension of the SFH 

lease for a period of 2 years to allow for the proper community consultative process that we had 

requested.  

 

2) During the next two years, the City engage local stakeholders in a genuine and inclusive 

consultation in the context of the Mimico 2020 plan about how to make the best use of the 

limited resources we have to deliver services and recreational opportunities to the people of 

Mimico. More specifically, we would like to engage the Planning and Parks departments in a 

discussion about how to make Amos Waites Park and the Mimico waterfront a destination for 

southern Etobicoke and beyond.  

 

Thank you for your consideration. Working together, we can make our waterfront park into a 

vibrant, friendly and inviting place that will be the envy of all the other parts of the Greater 

Toronto Area.  

 

David Pritchard, Mimico by the Lake BIA; Timothy Dobson, LPCC; Martin Gerwin, Judy 

Rutledge and Harry Oussoren, MLCN; Ruth Grier, CCFEW; Don Henderson and Dr. Maureen 

Henderson, HBSCA; Susan Nagy, Lakeshore Arts; John Cary, Mimico Residents Association.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


